






WEST-CEN TRAL

Paul Canfield
715-828-0819

ChippewaV alleyHomes.com

serving Eau C laire, Chippewa & 
Dunn counties

YOUR  “K EY” TO  
D OOR  COUNTY  REAL ESTATE

920.854.9799
www.PremierDoorCounty.com

TRICIA  CRAMER ���‹��broker/owner
CRB/ CRS/ ABR���‹��tricia@realtor.com

CHRIS  CRAMER ���‹��broker/owner
premierproperties@dcwis.com

Direct Ph: 512-749-6833
cheryleskridge@nnex.net

Licensed in Wisconsin as Cheryl Eskridge Real Estate
Licensed in Texas with CENTURY 21 Ripley Realty

I love referrals!!

Serving Northern  
Wisconsin &

Also serving the  
Austin Texas  

Area!

Cheryl L. EskridgeCheryl L. Eskridge
A HEART for REAL ESTATE!A HEART for REAL ESTATE!

Broker Associate 
ABR,CRS,GRI,PMN

www.heartforrealestate.com

Mary & Mike Drefs
Keller Williams Realty 
Professional Partners

623-694-0354
www.marydrefs.com

25% Arizona  
Referrals
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Serving Oneida, V ilas, 
Iron, Price & Lincoln Counties

Broker /Owner
715.356.2121
800.555.4548

www.nor thwoodsf i r st .com

Northern Wisconsin

PETE M ORGAN

The place to go to buy or sell a business.

Steve T. May, Business Broker
262-901-0086 

smay@sunbeltnetwork.com
www.sunbeltnetwork.com
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“The World’s Largest  
and Most Successful  

Business Brokerage Firm”



28	 Wisconsin Real Estate Magazine, April 2008� news.wra.org

Public Affairs

Wisconsin Veterans Home Loans Available 
 
 Low 5.65%, 30-year fixed rate 

loans 
 Only 5% down payment required 
 No private mortgage insurance  

(PMI) required 
 No income limits 

 
For current rates and a list of 
local lenders, see our website at  
wisvetloans.com, or email us at  
loans@dva.state.wi.us.  
 
Call us toll-free with loan related questions at 1-800-WIS-VETS (1-800-947-8387).  
 

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 

d	 Breaking the uniform taxation clause of the constitution could open the door 
to inequitable taxation of property in Wisconsin.

•	 The WRA supports meaningful and comprehensive tax reforms that reduce our 
current over-reliance on the property tax which pits homeowners and property 
owners against the very public services and investments they support, like good 
schools, roads, courts, police and fire protection, and technical colleges.

•	 The Legislature has adjourned without passing this legislation. It is expected to be 
re-directed in early 2009.

Health Care Reform
REALTOR® Message:
While we support major health care reforms, we oppose the “Healthy Wisconsin” 
proposal as currently drafted. 

Talking Points:
•	 REALTORS® join the majority of Wisconsin citizens in calling for major reforms to 

our current health care system.

•	 Such reforms must consider the unique needs of independent contractors and sole 
proprietors where no employer-employee relationship exists, and therefore health 
insurance availability and costs are borne solely by the individual. 

•	 “Healthy Wisconsin,” in its current form, is problematic because:

d	 It is a government-run, universal coverage proposal that has a projected 
cost of $15 billion.

d	 New taxes are created to fund the proposal, including a new 4-percent tax 
on all wages for employees, a 10-percent tax on self-employment income 
and a 10.5-percent tax on wages paid by employers.

d	 Individuals will be forced to abandon their private sector insurance plans 
and join the state-run proposal.

•	 We support legislation to enhance the transparency of costs for medical procedures 
such as SB 337 (Sen. Sullivan), AB 729 (Rep. Wieckert) and legislation expected 
to be introduced soon by Rep. Vukmir. Such efforts will encourage and enhance 
competition and therefore lower costs. 

•	 We further support state tax deductibility for contributions to health savings 
accounts, similar to federal tax policy, to encourage proactive wellness and 
sickness prevention. 

•	 It is our desire to work with all parties to find effective, workable and affordable 
health care reforms that can receive broad, bipartisan support.

•	 The Legislature has adjourned without passing this legislation. It is expected to be 
re-directed in early 2009.

Conclusion
The WRA’s professional lobbying team works hard to represent the positions 
of the WRA on hundreds of bills each legislative session, but nothing we do 
matches the impact of REALTOR®– constituents meeting with their legislators to 
discuss key issues and how they impact property owners and REALTORS®. That 
is what REALTOR® and Government Day is all about. We encourage everyone 
who did not attend this year to plan on doing so next year when we will meet 
again in Madison in April. (Watch for notices regarding the exact date.) We also 
invite you to conduct your own “mini-Government Days” by making it a point 
to communicate regularly with your state senator and representative to discuss 
pending issues. For issue updates and ways to communicate with your state 
legislators, just call us or e-mail me at mtheo@wra.org.

Michael Theo is Vice President of Legal and Public Affairs for the WRA.

Democracy in Action ... continued from page 24



Test Your Knowledge of Fair Housing
Pick the best answer to these questions:

1	 The seller told the listing agent that a registered 
sex offender lives next door. The agent will not 
be  required to disclose this to the family with 
small children who want to make an offer for all 
of the following reasons except:

a.	 The agent has immunity and is not required to provide actual information about 
the sex offender if he provides the telephone number and Web site address for 
the Sex Offender Registry in writing. 

b.	 Buyers are always legally entitled to rescind the contract if a sex offender lives 
within two blocks.

c.	 The buyers should have already received the Sex Offender Registry notice on 
the Broker Disclosure to Customers the agent should have given them. 

d.	 The agent does not have a duty to disclose because the buyers did not ask.

2	 Under which of the following circumstances 
may a salesperson lawfully refuse to show a 
home to an African-American prospect who has 
specifically asked to see it?

a.	 When the owner has designated his home is not available to minority persons.

b.	 When an agent sincerely believes that such a showing will cause panic in the 
neighborhood.

c.	 When the owner is out of town and has instructed the agent that no showings 
may be made in his absence.

d.	 Never.

3	 Which statement is true under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA)?

a.	 Real estate offices are places of public accommodation and must provide 
auxiliary aids.

b.	 Places of public accommodation must remove physical barriers that impede 
access of persons with disabilities.

c.	 Model homes are not subject to the ADA if they do not include a sales office.

d.	 All of the above.

4	 Which statement is false? Affordable housing: 

a.	 Is one of the local comprehensive planning goals under Smart Growth.

b.	 Is just for low-income workers and does not affect people at other income 
levels.

c.	 Is needed for nurses and teachers who cannot live in the community in which 
they work.

d.	 Is an integral component of fair housing and Equal Housing Opportunity.

5	 Which statement is true? An agent shows the 
parents of a blind toddler a house for sale at 
the end of a quiet cul de sac and does not show 
them another house a block away on a busy 
corner that also meets their specifications.

a.	 This is illegal steering. 

b.	 Since the two houses are similar, the agent was justified showing the one on 
the quiet street to save time.

c.	 A good agent believes that customer service means knowing the needs of the 
buyer in advance and picking the right houses to show them.

d.	 This is illegal blockbusting.

6	 Which of the following statements concerning 
the use of an Accessibility Features Report (AFR) 
are true?

a.	 An AFR is a property condition report that may be helpful to a home buyer with 
disabilities.

b.	 Real estate agents, buyers and sellers may all fill out an AFR.

c.	 Any person considering a property based upon the AFR should inspect and 
evaluate the property for him or herself.

d.	 All of the above.

7	 Under fair housing law, which of the following 
phrases is not acceptable in a real estate 
advertisement?

a.	 Historic home with wide front porch.

b.	 Condo with well-equipped exercise center and pool.

c.	 Near Indian grocery.

d.	 Tree-lined streets with sidewalks.

8	 When it comes to a tenant applicant’s request 
to keep an emotional support animal, which is 
false? 

a.	 The request should state that the tenant has a disability and show a 
relationship between his or her ability to function and the companionship of the 
animal. 

b.	 The landlord should ask for a detailed medical history from the tenant’s 
psychiatrist or doctor. 

c.	 The landlord should not ask for extra rent and an extra pet deposit. 

d.	 The landlord should make an exception to his no-pet policy as a reasonable 
accommodation. 

9	 Which of the following is not discrimination 
under Wisconsin fair housing law?

a.	 Refuse to rent office space to drug and alcohol rehabilitation counselors.

b.	 Advertise that a house is for sale in a nice, quiet, Jewish neighborhood.

c.	 Deny that a rental unit is available because the applicant on the telephone has 
a German accent.

d.	 Refuse to sell a house to Latino buyers who do not speak English.

10	 Which statement is true? A tenant who uses 
a wheelchair wants to install grab bars in the 
bathroom and lower the kitchen cabinets. 

a.	 A landlord can legally refuse any requested alterations to his or her building.

b.	 If reasonably necessary, a landlord can require the tenant to put money into 
escrow and sign a restoration agreement under Wisconsin law.

c.	 A landlord can require the tenant to pay a higher security deposit to cover any 
damages.

d.	 A landlord can legally refuse to rent to the tenant. 

Answer Key: 

1. b, 2. c, 3. d, 4. b, 5. a, 6. d, 7. c, 8. b, 9. a, 10. b
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